436                        HOME   LIFE  AND   "IDYLLS."                      [l859
6th or /th of January for a few days.    But I could come at any other time if more convenient.
Ever truly yours, B. JOWETT.
1859.
The sudden death of Henry Hallam was a great grief to my father, for the historian had been a good friend through thirty years. On hearing of Mr Hallam's last days he read some " In Memoriam" aloud and dwelt on those passages which most moved him. Generally when he was asked to read the poem he would refuse, saying: " It breaks me down, I cannot." In the spring of the year the four " Idylls of the King," "Enid," "Vivien," "Elaine," "Guinevere," were prepared for publication.
" Boadicea" was also written, the metre being " an echo of the metre in the 'Atys' of Catullus1": he wished that it were musically annotated so that it might be read with proper quantity and force.
" Riflemen, Form!" appeared in May in the Times after the outbreak of war between France, Piedmont, and Austria; when more than one power seemed to be prepared to take the offensive against England; and it rang like a trumpet-call through the length and breadth of the Empire. It so happened that three days later an order from the War Office came out, approving of the formation of Volunteer rifle corps. To Colonel Richards, who was one of the prominent promoters of the movement, my father wrote: "I must heartily congratulate you on your having been able to do so much for your country; and I hope that you will not cease from your labours until it is the law of the land that every male child in it shall be trained to the use of arms." On the same day that " Riflemen, Form! " was forwarded for
1 A. T. MS.